
Beach Cities Partnership for Youth

Virtual Coalition Meeting

Thursday, August 12, 2021

8:30 – 10 a.m.



Beach Cities Partnership for Youth

Meeting Agenda:

• Beach Cities Health District Welcome & Update

• Mental Health & Substance Use in the Beach Cities during COVID-19

• Beach Cities Policy Considerations & Update

• Back-to-School Preview from School District Leadership

• “Don’t Drink, Rethink” – Youth Advisory Council Summer Workgroup 

Project

• allcove Youth Wellness Center





• Stacey Armato, Mayor, City of Hermosa Beach

• Jane Diehl, President, Beach Cities Health District Board of 

Directors

• Rachel Campbell, Campus Pastor, Flourishing Church, 

Hermosa Beach

• Irene Gonzalez-Castillo, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent, 

Educational Services

• Jennifer Cochran, Clerk, Board of Trustees, Manhattan Beach 

Unified School District

• Kevin Cody, Publisher, Easy Reader

• Moe Gelbart, PhD, Executive Director, Thelma McMillen Center 

for Alcohol & Drug Treatment, Torrance Memorial

• Sylvia Gluck, Director of Administrative Services, Hermosa 

Beach City School District

• John Gran, President, Redondo Beach Kiwanis

• Joan Stein Jenkins, Esq., Beach Cities Juvenile Diversion 

Project

• Keith Kauffman, Chief, Redondo Beach Police Department

• Alice Kuo, MD, PhD, MBA, Professor and Chief, UCLA Internal 
Medicine and Pediatrics

• Paul LeBaron, Chief, Hermosa Beach Police Department

• Stephen McCall, Board President, Hermosa Beach City School 

District

• Laura McIntire, Founder, South Bay Families Connected

• Hildy Stern, Mayor Pro Tem, City of Manhattan Beach

• Kelly Stroman, Manhattan Beach Chamber of Commerce

• Anthony Taranto, EdD, Executive Director of Student Services, 

Redondo Beach Unified School District

• Gary Tsai, MD, Medical Director and Science Officer, Substance 

Abuse Prevention & Control, Los Angeles County Department of 

Public Health

• Angela Wilson, LMFT, Director of Mental Health Programs, 

South Bay Children’s Health Center

• *Student Representative to be appointed with Youth Advisory 

Council 2021-22

Steering Committee



BCHD's COVID-19 Response by the Numbers

# of COVID-19 Tests Administered

• From April 3, 2020 (starting at the South Bay Galleria and transitioned to 514 Prospect) 

and closed June 13, 2021 - administered 155,684 tests

# of Vaccines Administered

• From March 3, 2021 to June 14, 2021 - administered 15,590 vaccine doses

# of School Well-Being Line Calls Received

• From October 2020 to June 2021 – 1,140 calls received



Vaccination Rates

% of youth (12-17) vaccinated with 1+ dose

As of: 8/6/21





Mental Health & Substance Use During COVID-19
California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS)

Due to COVID-19, CHKS data was unable to be collected in Spring 2020 in MBUSD and HBCSD. In order to 

account for this gap, survey data was collected twice throughout the 2020-2021 school year in these school districts. 

Data displayed as “2020” was collected in Spring 2020 (RBUSD) and Fall 2020 (HBCSD and MBUSD), with data 

collected again in all three districts in Spring 2021.

Panorama Education

Throughout the 2020-2021 school year, the Beach Cities school districts partnered with BCHD to survey students in 

grades 6-12 using Panorama Education (Panorama). Panorama helps schools and districts support student social-

emotional learning with research-backed surveys and actionable data reports. Teachers and counselors can also 

deliver real-time social-emotional programming and interventions utilizing the Panorama Playbook.

The survey sample included three school districts, 17 schools and more than 6,300 students.

Students responded to questions about Diversity & Inclusion, Sense of Belonging and Mental Health (Self-

Management, Positive Feelings, Emotion Regulation and Challenging Feelings) throughout the 2020-2021 school 

year.



Chronic Sadness/Hopelessness: Percentage of Beach Cities students who 

reported experiencing chronic sadness/hopelessness in the past 12 months

2018 2019 2020

7th Grade 20% 23% 31%

9th Grade 29.5% 28% 39.5%

11th Grade 35% 40% 45%

Mental Health

Source: California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS)



Suicide: Percentage of Beach Cities 11th graders who reported 

seriously considering attempting suicide within the past 12 months

2018 2019 2020

11th Grade 16% 18% 15.5%

Mental Health

Source: California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS)



Alcohol and Other Drugs: Percentage of Beach Cities students

who reported using alcohol or drugs in the past 30 days

2018 2019 2020

7th Grade 4% 3% 1%

9th Grade 24.5% 17% 9%

11th Grade 41.5% 37% 24.5%

Substance Use

Source: California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS)



Vaping: Percentage of Beach Cities students who reported

using e-cigarettes or other vaping devices in the past 30 days

2018 2019 2020

7th Grade 1.3% 1% 1%

9th Grade 13% 13% 3.5%

11th Grade 24.5% 25% 9.5%

Substance Use

Source: California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS)



Marijuana: Percentage of Beach Cities students who

reported using marijuana in the past 30 days

2018 2019 2020

9th Grade 11% 11% 3.5%

11th Grade 24% 24% 15.5%

Source: California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS)

Substance Use



(insert Panorama Ed graphic from District Report)

Sense of Belonging
•How connected do you feel to the adults at this school?
•26% responded favorably
•Overall, how much do you feel you belong at your school?
•58% responded favorably

Source: Panorama Education



Source: Panorama Education



Source: Panorama Education



Youth Substance Use Policy Best Practices

Tobacco Control

• Local Licensing of Retailers

• Location and Density Restrictions

• Restricting flavored products

• Restricting advertising

• Ban on Smoking in Public Places

Alcohol

• Social Host Liability

• Location and Density 
Restrictions

• Conditional Use Permits

• Restrictions on 
Advertising and Marketing

Marijuana

• Land Use Ordinances

• Taxation

• Local Licensing of Retailers

• Restrict Youth Advertisement



Substance Use Policies in the Beach Cities



Back-to-School Preview from 

School District Leadership 

• Dr. John Bowes, Superintendent, Manhattan Beach Unified School District

• Dr. Jason Johnson, Superintendent, Hermosa Beach City School District

• Dr. Anthony Taranto, Executive Director of Student Services, Redondo Beach 

Unified School District



Manhattan Beach Unified School District



Beach Cities Health District

Youth Coalition Meeting
August 12, 2021

Jason Johnson, Ed.D.



HBCSD Goals 2021-2022

22



HBCSD is committed to proactive partnerships to support youth safety 
and wellness in Hermosa Beach
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Priority Areas

Personal Safety

Social Emotional 
Wellness

Substance Abuse 
Prevention

School Safety

COVID-19 Health 
Protocols

Social Media Education



Using Panorama survey data, HBCSD is increasing programming and 
evaluating its effectiveness. 

24

Social Emotional Wellness

Data/Evidence
● 73% of 3-5th grade students report a 

favorable sense of belonging
● 50% of 6-8th grade students report a 

favorable sense of belonging
● Covid, masks, stress, and anxiety

most common responses for what is 
hardest.

● Results parallel to RBUSD and MBUSD 
results 

Opportunities/Growth
● 2 Counselors 
● CASEL Wellness Programming
● SEL Parent Committee

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PRk4ho-DEwCpppy4YecIFyT45VRoPLSFq6XUe21evXQ/edit?usp=sharing


HBCSD is working with Care Solace, BCHD and TUPE to address mental 
health and substance abuse issues.
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Substance Abuse Prevention

Data/Evidence 
● CHKS: Alcohol or Drug Use

○ 6th Grade = 2%
○ 7th Grade = 4%

● CHKS: Vaping Use
○ 7th Grade = 2%

Opportunities/Growth
● Targeted counseling support and 

juvenile diversion program 
● CareSolace
● Curriculum, resources, and 

assemblies funded by TUPE grant 



HBCSD staff continue to address and educate students about 
participation in social media. 
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Social Media

Data/Evidence
● Decline in suspension/disciplinary 

incidents in 2020-2021

● Most student incidents were via social 

media or virtual in 2020-2021

● 56% of 6-8 students responded 

favorably to how much respect 

students showed each other

● Common response to survey for 

improvement needs was “bullying.”  

Opportunities/Growth
● Second Step curriculum 
● Speaker Series - Jon Moffat
● Digital Citizenship, Common Sense 

Media and Positive Behavior Interv 
Support



HBCSD is committed to the safe, routine operation of schools in 2021-
2022. 
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COVID-19 Health Protocols

Data/Evidence
● Average daily case rate between 1500-

2000 in LA County 

● Health protocols allow full reopening 

with some restrictions such as masks 

● HBCSD to date has zero COVID-19 

transmission at school

Opportunities/Growth
● BCHD testing and vaccination 
● Vaccination education and outreach
● HBCSD Health Protocols



RBUSD

Social – Emotional Learning & Supports

Beach Cities Partnership for Youth Coalition

August 12, 2021



What is Social Emotional Learning (SEL)?

The Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL), 

defines SEL as “an integral part of 

education and human development. SEL is the process

through which all young people and adults acquire

and apply the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to

develop healthy identities, manage emotions and achieve 

personal and collective goals, feel and show empathy for 

others, establish and maintain supportive relationships, and

make responsible and caring decisions

https://casel.org/


School, Family, and Community



Youth Key Indicators

Mental Health Substance Use Bullying



California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS) 



Tier I: Universal

• K – 12 Counseling Actions Plans

• MindUp (K – 5)

• Second Step (6th – 8th Grade)

• Stanford Tobacco Prevention Toolkit  (7th and 8th Grade)

• Partnership with Beach Cities Health District

• Purpose Series

• Parent Chat

• South Bay Families Connected

• Know the 5 Signs Campaign



Tier II: Targeted

• South Bay Children’s Health Center (K – 12th)

• Clear Recovery (9th – 12th)

• Torrance Memorial Thelma McMillen Center (6th – 12th )

• Care Solace (K – 12th)

• The Gathering Place



Tier III: Intensive

• DIS Counseling (K – 12th)

• Risk Assessments (K – 12th)

• Psychiatric Emergency Team (PET) Team

• South Bay Children’s Health Center (K – 12th)

• Torrance Memorial Thelma McMillen Center (6th – 12th )

• Didi Hirsh Mental Health Services (K – 12th) 



Looking Ahead

• Signs of  Suicide (SOS) 

• Positive Behavior Interventions and Support (PBIS) Adams, Parras, and  
RUHS

• SEL Screening Tool 

• Start with Hello

• BCHD Speaker Series

• South Bay Families Connected



Social Emotional Learning Recap 

Growth 
Mindset

Grit & 
Resilience

Empathy 
Independence 

and Self-
Advocacy 

Mindfulness 



Youth Advisory Council







As we continue to serve the community while navigating the COVID-19 

pandemic, what are the current and rising priorities you and/or your 

organization are focusing on?

❑ Adapting service delivery in response to the wavering influence of the pandemic

❑ Addressing mounting needs around mental health that have been induced by the pandemic

❑ Tackling emerging trends/concerns in the area of substance use that have risen during the pandemic

❑ Enhancing academic and mental health support of students and staff caused by the pandemic

❑ Cultivating social connectivity amongst clients due to absence experienced with the pandemic

❑ Improving and enhancing the physical health of clients in the areas impacted by the pandemic

❑ Providing social support to parents/guardians/caregivers

Poll Question:



allcove Youth Wellness Center Next Steps

❑ Finalize contract documents with Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission
❑ Recruit 15 young adults ages of 16-25 to serve one-year terms as Youth Advisory Group
❑ Issue request for proposal (RFP) from community partners to establish services within allcove in the 

Beach Cities including individual and group counseling, drug/alcohol intervention, career/college 
coaching and life skills classes

❑ Begin recruitment for allcove staff, with allcove Youth Advisory Group serving on the interview panels
❑ Begin participation in the statewide learning community
❑ Finalize facilities plan and purchase furniture and technology
❑ Submit revised post 60-day budget with technical assistance from Stanford
❑ Collaborate with learning community on reimbursement strategy for uninsured and Medi-Cal
❑ Create online presence for allcove in the Beach Cities, including website and social media



Continuing the Conversation:

allcove Youth Wellness Center Services



Continuing the Conversation:

allcove Youth Wellness Center Services

Breakout Room Discussions



Continuing the Conversation:

allcove Youth Wellness Center Services

Are there specific resources for our wellness center that you feel would be 
well suited for our specific Beach Cities community and fall within 

the six areas that allcove prioritizes in the holistic approach to support?

1) Mental health, 2) Substance use, 3) Supported education and 
employment, 4) Physical health, 5) Peer support and 6) Family support



School Advisory Board – August 20, 2021

Families Connected Parent Advisory Group – September 1, 2021

Student Mental Health Provider Task Force – September 30, 2021

Youth Advisory Council – October 19, 2021

Upcoming Coalition Meeting Dates:



OPEN TO ALL: Students ages 12+, school staff and families

First Dose Clinic: Thursday, August 12, 3:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Second Dose Clinic: Thursday, September 2, 3:30 – 5:30 p.m.

South Bay Adult School

3401 Inglewood Ave., Redondo Beach, CA 90278

Register at MyTurn:

“BCHD at South Bay Adult School - Back to School Clinic - Pfizer - Aug 12 & Sept 2”

Last Chance for Back to School Vaccine Clinic


